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Newsletter                           “Christ living and loving through us!”                       Mar, Apr, May, 2026  

       Love Notes  

     
     
     
               

Worship Leaders 2025 Annual Report 

EAGLE WINGS 
Eagles possess long, broad wings with primary feathers separated at the tips like fingers.  These 
feathers act as slots to reduce drag, prevent stalling at slow speeds, and provide stability. The wing-
span of an eagle can reach up to eight feet, enabling it to reach speeds of 40 miles per hour in flight 
and 100 miles per hour when diving. 
An eagle can fly as high as a commercial airliner at 37,000 feet, and is wonderfully graceful in the air.  
Eagles fly primarily by soaring and gliding, using broad wings and specialized, slotted feathers to 
catch rising, warm air currents called thermals, which allow them to conserve energy and fly for 
hours with minimal flapping. They flap to take off or accelerate, utilizing their large wingspan to gen-
erate immense lift.  
God’s “wings” provide the ultimate safety for all who will come under them. They offer optimal pro-
tection and unsurpassed security. More than this, they are wide enough and large enough to take in 
all who would respond to the Spirit’s biddings. None need worry whether there is room enough un-
der the wings of heaven’s Eagle, for Jesus Himself says, “Come to Me all you who are labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28) 
Spiritually, wings symbolize freedom, protection, transcendence, and divine connection, represent-
ing the soul's ability to rise above earthly concerns, receive guidance from higher powers (like angels 
or gods), and signify transformation, hope, and spiritual growth.  
'Every one of you has seen what I did to the people of Egypt. You saw how I carried you 
out of Egypt, as if on eagle's wings. And I brought you here to me. (Exodus 19:4) 
“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  (Isaiah 
40:31)My prayer and hope is that you and I will rest on God’s promise and let Him carry us through 
all our heartaches, sicknesses and even our grumpy bad humor. GOD BLESS 

Dearest in Christ, 
 
The Book of Proverbs is filled with great, bite-sized nuggets of wisdom – and caution.  We all know 
Proverbs 16:18, “Pride goes before destruction and haughtiness before a fall.” (NLT)  Lately, I have 
noticed my cheerful disposition gleefully bragging on the good works of Love of Christ Lutheran 
Church so much so that I have been left to wonder whether or not my pride of this generous and love
-affirming congregation is itself sinful…not to worry, for if it is, then I claim to be sinfully proud to be 
your current preacher! 
That’s not to say that I take pride in the sin that pride can be, rather jovially share in how much love 
you all have to offer. 
Just a little update for you on my progress in my quest to become a (your?) lay pastor.  I have shared 
this with your Council and have received many words of praise and encouragement and now I share 
it with you!  I have two seminary (online) courses remaining to take, a psychological evaluation to 
have, and a sermon to preach before a committee for my Presbytery.  Following these four requisites 
and if the way be made clear, I will become a “real” pastor! 
hank you for your thoughts and prayers of support, compassion, love, encouragement, and affirma-
tion.  I look forward to the journey ahead and to continuing my service with you here at the Love of 
Christ fully acknowledging that one never stops learning.  May it be so with all of you.   
God Loves You, and so do I! 
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 Vice President 2025  
Annual Report 

As the Vice President of the Church 
Council, (I accepted after Jon Swartz 
had to resign due to illness) there isn’t a 
lot of news to give.  However, it is a very 
important position.  If for some reason 
our President is unable to perform his 
duties, the Vice President needs to step 
up and be able to perform the Presi-
dent’s duties.  I want to humbly thank 
Bob Chaloupek to accept another term 
as President for 2026.  I know he has 
been in the position for a long time and 
does an outstanding job.  I feel I need 
more time before I can even “hold a 
candle” to what Bob does.  Please take a 
moment to personally THANK YOU 
BOB for all the hard work he has done 
and continues to do. 
 
Being active at Love of Christ Lutheran 
Church has been very rewarding 100- 
fold!  Please think about donating your 
time, talent, etc.  No matter how big or 
how small, everything you do is awe-
some.  That’s what helps make our 
church truly the LOVE OF CHRIST.  
 Judi McClellan 

Council President 2025  
Annual Report 

 

It has again been a blessing to me to 
serve as the LOC Church Council Presi-
dent for the past year. 
 

We are fortunate to have Mr. Bob Dy-
mond continue to serve as our Service 
and Spiritual Leader. During the past 
several years and into this year, Bob has 
been an inspiration to us. When we leave 
the Church after his sermon, we know 
that we are in God’s hand. I also want to 
thank Pastors Chuck and Bev Wolff for 
their help with our services and com-
munion. 
 

It is natural that our congregation 
changes over time as new members, or 
new visitors, join us and some of our 
friends leave us. Those that leave will al-
ways be in our thoughts and prayers. But 
we do gain new friends and members, 
and we give thanks to the Lord for send-
ing them to us. 
 

Sandy Thormahlen continues to do a 
fantastic job of providing us with what 
can only be described as “heavenly mu-
sic.” Our organ or piano can be heard 
every Sunday as it adds warmth and 
comfort to our services. I also want to 
thank LuRae Schwartz for helping with 
selecting our Sunday hymns.  
 

Our wonderful Church Administrator, 
Julie Knutson, continues to serve our 
congregation with dedication and profes-
sionalism. We are so truly fortunate to 
have her talents. 

 

Judi McClellan, who chairs the Social 
Ministry and Outreach Committee, has 
done an outstanding job continuing our 
outreach to Northbridge Elementary 
School. She also organizes our Spring 
Fling and all the activities we enjoy dur-
ing that event. Special thanks go to Rich 
Klindt for all his help with our Sunday 
services and communion and to Rex 
Kirchhoff for his help as an usher each  
Sunday. Also, thank you to Sharon    

Council President 2025  
Annual Report Continued 

 

Newcomer for ensuring that the correct 
candles are lit each week.  
 

Our financial position remains good 
thanks to the commitment each member 
makes to our Savior. As desired by our 
God, these resources are used for the ben-
efit of our congregation, for our commu-
nity, and to our synod. I also want to 
thank our Treasurer, Lauren Coyle, and to 
a strong Finance Committee led by C.B. 
Shields. 
 

Thank you for allowing me to serve as 
your Council President. May God contin-
ue to Bless all of us.  
Bob Chaloupek 
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 Associate Member at Large  
2025 Annual Report 

Being an Associate Member of Love of 
Christ Lutheran Church and representa-
tive on the Church Council is and has 
been a pleasure. It is a pleasure to see 
the inner workings of the church and 
the dedication of the staff and members 
of the council expressing the “Love of 
Christ” through the actions taken and 
decisions made. Actions taken are more 
than Sunday morning services, which 
are important, but actions taken are 
“outside the walls” which is out in the 
mission field and representing the con-
gregation.  
 

Sunday services are certainly important 
in the life of Love of Christ Lutheran 
Church.  Julie Knutson is integral in all 
aspects of Sunday services as well as a 
very capable office manager during the 
week, with Sandy Thormahlen, organ-
ist, who adds much to our Sunday ser-
vices. 
 

Ruling Elder, Bob Dymond, challenges 
us every Sunday to share the “Love of 
Christ” and as he greets us to feel wel-
come during our service within the 
walls and find blessings from those 
around us.  May we be blessings to 
those in the congregation as well as to 
those outside by “Sharing the Love of 
Christ”.  
Rex Kirchhoff 
 

Music, Worship, Discipleship 
& Prayer 2025 Annual Report  

A big thank you to the congregation 
(men and women) who help with 
the Lector or Usher talents. God 
gives us special gifts and talents, so 
we can live fully for him. Please sign 
up to Usher or Lector for a Sunday. 
What great joy to see the smiles on 
faces, as we come together to sing, 
proclaim, receive and go forth!   
LuRae Schwartz 
 
Happy Stitchers 2025  
Annual Report 
In 2025, we were proud to distrib-
ute 60 adult quilts and 45 baby 
quilts. Our outreach also included 
21 prayer squares, numerous pocket 
squares, and 17 prayer shawls. Be-
yond supporting those who were ill, 
the quilts created through this min-
istry are donated to North Bridge 
Elementary, Knapp Hospital, WIC, 
the Salvation Army, the Aurora 
House and local colonias through 
Pastor Edmund Weber of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church & School in Mer-
cedes, Texas.   
Betty Bentson 
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January 
Once again, our congregation stepped up to 
the plate and donated many cans of soup for 
Souper Bowl Sunday.  This has been a 
standing tradition for  ov er 16 years to sup-
port the Aurora House.  Also donation of 
$250 was received.    LoC paired with tack-
lehunger.org to join the Super Bowl of Car-
ing.  The donations ran through January 
and were given in February.  
 

February 
Our Spring Fling with the theme “Love One 
Another” was a huge success.  This is a fund 

raiser for 
Northbridge 
Elementary 
School.  This 
year we had  
6 raffle bas-
kets each 
worth at least 
$50 that 
were donat-
ed.  Over 375 
raffle tickets 
were sold.  In 

addition to the raffle we also had our auc-
tion – the beautiful picture donated by Hel-
en Lamson and the peanut brittle donated 
by the Hedlunds were the star auction 
items.  52 people attended a catered dinner 
by Robert Torres at the Villa de Cortez.   Liz, 
our school coordinator had a photo booth 
decorated for Valentine’s Day and many of 
our congregation had their pictures taken.  
Thanks Julie Knutson, for printing and dis-
tributing the pictures.  We ended up with a 
profit of $2,256.00 
 

March and April  
Our Lenten offering was $624 that was do-
nated to the Aurora House.  This is a dona-
tion we have been doing for many years.   
 

May 
Food Bank of RGV:   We donated $500.00 
to the Food Bank of RGV.   In addition, we 
participated in the Annual “Stamp Out 
Hunger Food Dive” coordinated with the 
letter carriers. A donation box was placed in 
the church lobby for non-perishable 
items.  The items were brought to the US 
Post Office in Weslaco. 
 

August 
Lou Vitek and I met with Northbridge Ele-
mentary School.  We now have a new parent 
coordinator, Gabby Castillo.  Lou has donat-
ed many items to Northbridge to be used as 
incentives for attendance.  This is the 
school’s main focus this year.   
 

September 
We began reading to the children at North-
bridge Elementary School. 
Lou and I attended Grandparents Day.  We 
donated a couple of quilts for door prizes.  It 
was absolutely packed – we even had a hard 
time finding a place to park.  It’s amazing 
how much their grandparents are involved 
with the school. 
We donated $100 for a child that was dis-
placed and needed clothes (uniform, books) 
etc. 
 

October 
We continued to read to the children at 
Northbridge Elementary School.  They are 
extremely busy with field trips, tests, etc.  We 
have several people who are excited to read 
to the kids.  If you are interested, give me a 
call 651-261-2013. 
 

November 
I attended a “Literature Evening” at the 
school and read to the kids.  This is an even-
ing where parents can come and talk to 
teachers, buy books, and talk about different 
activities the school 
offers.   It was fun 
and even videotaped 
me reading to the 
kids. 
Thanksgiving Din-
ner this year was a 
catered dinner by 
Robert Torres.  It 
was a fund raiser for 
Northbridge Elementary School.  Donations 
were given by the 40 people that attended. 
We also received $250.00 from Thrivent. 
Thank you LuRae and the Hedlunds for 
bringing the left overs to the Aurora House.  
Our caterer is very generous and the food 
was excellent.  We raised after expenses 
$1,218.01.  Huge thank you for your contin-
ued support of donations. 
  Continued on page 5 

Social Ministry/Outreach Committee 2025 Report 



5 

 
Social Ministry/Outreach  
Committee 2025 Report   

Continued from page 4 

December 
We had our Christmas Program December 12 
at 1:00 in the afternoon.  The Northbridge 
Elementary School Children’s Choir 4&5 
graders presented a Christmas program to 
our congregation for about 20 minutes or so.  
Unbeknown to the kids, Santa Claus arrived 
after the program.  A small gift and a gift bag 
(candy, orange, apple, socks) was given to 
each child.  We also had a semi-professional 
photographer with a Christmas background 
taking pictures.  I along with many adults 
had a chance to have their picture taken with 
Santa.   Jeff who is Santa, Dave his helper, 
and Wilma the photographer are dear friends 
of mine and volunteered on their own as they 
know how important my involvement with 
LoC is to me.  A little anecdote:  I asked CB 
92 years old if Jerrie 94 years old would be 
able to sit on Santa’s Lap.  They left right af-
ter the program – CB said “I am the only one 
that will sit on her lap”.  TRUE LOVE!!  and a 
bit jealous after all these years. 
I also want to thank Lori Kiehl, daughter of 
Mary Niemann, who has volunteered to 
teach crocheting at Northbridge Elementary 
School.  This was a suggestion by their Prin-
cipal to help out with some of the children 
that need extra guidance and a little bit of 
“tender loving care”.  I’m excited to see how 
it will work out and will update you as we go 
along. 
To complete our 2025 year and help with the 
Christmas season, we have donated $200.00 
to the RGV Food Bank, $200.00 to the Auro-
ra House, and $2000.00 to Northbridge Ele-
mentary School.   
Thank you everyone for your generous dona-
tions, volunteering, and support.   
As I said many times before, we are a small 
congregation, but we have huge hearts. 
May this New Year be the best for you and 
know that God has a plan for all of us.  We 
just need to have LOVE, FAITH and HOPE. 
 

Judi McClellan 
Outreach/Social Ministry Chair 

EAGLE WINGS 
Eagles possess long, broad wings with prima-
ry feathers separated at the tips like fingers.  
These feathers act as slots to reduce drag, 
prevent stalling at slow speeds, and provide 
stability. The wingspan of an eagle can reach 
up to eight feet, enabling it to reach speeds of 
40 miles per hour in flight and 100 miles per 
hour when diving. 
An eagle can fly as high as a commercial air-
liner at 37,000 feet, and is wonderfully 
graceful in the air.  Eagles fly primarily by 
soaring and gliding, using broad wings and 
specialized, slotted feathers to catch rising, 
warm air currents called thermals, which al-
low them to conserve energy and fly for 
hours with minimal flapping. They flap to 
take off or accelerate, utilizing their large 
wingspan to generate immense lift.  
God’s “wings” provide the ultimate safety for 
all who will come under them. They offer op-
timal protection and unsurpassed security. 
More than this, they are wide enough and 
large enough to take in all who would re-
spond to the Spirit’s biddings. None need 
worry whether there is room enough under 
the wings of heaven’s Eagle, for Jesus Him-
self says, “Come to Me all you who are labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matthew 11:28) 
Spiritually, wings symbolize freedom, protec-
tion, transcendence, and divine connection, 
representing the soul's ability to rise above 
earthly concerns, receive guidance from 
higher powers (like angels or gods), and sig-
nify transformation, hope, and spiritual 
growth.  
'Every one of you has seen what I did 
to the people of Egypt. You saw how I 
carried you out of Egypt, as if on ea-
gle's wings. And I brought you here to 
me. (Exodus 19:4) 
“Those who hope in the Lord will re-
new their strength.  They will soar on 
wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint.”  (Isaiah 40:31) 
My prayer and hope is that you and I will rest 
on God’s promise and let Him carry us 
through all our heartaches, sicknesses and 
even our grumpy bad humor.  

GOD BLESS 
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Pastor Eugene Hasselquist 
December 19, 1924 — February 7, 2026 

Pastor Eugene L. 
Hasselquist was 
born on December 
19, 1924, in Alme-
lund, Minnesota to 
William and Althea 
(Sedlund) Hassel-
quist. In 1942, he 
graduated from 
North Branch High 
School and then at-
tended the Minne-

sota School of Business graduating in 
1943. He continued his education at Augs-
burg College in Minneapolis and Augsburg 
Seminary. On September 6, 1947, he was 
united in marriage to Gladys Nielsen at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Lakeville. They 
were blessed with three children, Lynne, 
Peter, and Miriam. In 1951, he was or-
dained at Holy Communion Lutheran 
Church in Racine, WI. He served many Lu-
theran churches during his ministry career 
including, St. Andrews Lutheran Church in 
Minneapolis 1951-54, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Great Falls, MT 1954-58, St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in Fargo, 1958-
65, Reformation Lutheran Church in Inner 
City St. Paul 1965-70, and then moved to 
Red Wing where he served St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church from 1970 to 1987. After re-
tiring he continued his ministry as a sup-
ply pastor at numerous churches in the 
surrounding area and near his winter 
homes in Mission and Donna, Texas. For 
the last number of years, he preached once 
a month at Tabor Lutheran Church in ru-
ral Bay City and ministered to those con-
fined to their homes and those in nursing 
facilities. Since 1988, and up to a few years 
ago, he and Gladys wintered in Donna, TX 
where he served as Pastor at Love of Christ 
Lutheran Church. Pastor Gene was active 
in the Red Wing Noontime Kiwanis Club 
and The Risers, a men’s morning Bible 
Study. Pastor Gene loved the outdoors - 
snowmobiling, hunting, fishing, and train-
ing Black Labrador Dogs. 

Gene is survived by two daughters, 
Lynne (Dane) Petersen of Red Wing, and 
Miriam Bergmark (Dave Duepner) of 
New Richmond, WI; six grandchildren, 
Eugene Petersen, Andrew Petersen, 
Miles Hasselquist, Maxwell Hasselquist, 
Jensine Cole, and Renee Kaeding; and 11 
great grandchildren; one sister, Elaine 
Netzloff of Hibbing, MN; special friend, 
Elaine Jorgensen of Red Wing; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents; wife, Gladys; 
son, Peter; sister, Viola Krumm; brother, 
Raymond Hasselquist and son-in-law, 
Jerome Bergmark. 
 
A live-streamed Memorial service will be 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Red 
Wing. The link is St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church you tube page. A private burial 
will be at the Burnside Cemetery. Visita-
tion will be at St. Paul’s Church on Feb-
ruary 28, 2026, for two hours prior to the 
11:00AM service. Memorials are pre-
ferred to World Hunger, St. Paul’s 
Church, or Tabor Lutheran Church. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnvoZtCaN360WVgUGcjPENg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnvoZtCaN360WVgUGcjPENg
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PASTOR GENE’S COMMENTS 

WORSHIP 

When Christ lives in the heart, the natu-
ral reaction is worship.  When we realize 
what a privilege it is to be given the pow-
er to become a child of God, we grateful-
ly respond in worship. 

We know there are many distractions.  
So many things are bidding for our time, 
we often neglect the most important 
thing and that is our relationship to 
God.  Where would we be today if God, 
our Father, withheld his blessings? 

Our churches should be filled to capacity 
as we recognize that Jesus Christ is Lord 
of all.  We need to invite others to join 
us, yes, we should offer to take them 
with us on Sunday and help them feel at 
home with the service of worship. 

There is nothing that can fill our hearts 
with peace and joy like our relationship 
to God.  We have the privilege to live 
with Him in Prayer with the assurance 
that He will Hear and Bless. 

As our relationship to Him grows more 
and more personal, our hearts are filled 
with gratitude.  Our life should be one 
continual act of thanksgiving for the joy 
of knowing our sins are forgiven.  Evil 
would like us to ignore Him, but we can-
not as we believe that He is the Lord of 
life, our life. 

Be sure to arrange your schedule so that 
you find time to worship on Sunday 
morning.  Take time for your devotions 
every day.  And take the name of Jesus 
with you. 

Pastor Gene Hasselquist 1/2020 

NEWS FROM PASTOR GENE 

Greetings from the north country 

where the corn is as high as an ele-

phant’s eye, and the beans blot out the 

rows.  Life is great, and the blessings of 

God are many 

I would like to express my THANKS to 

all who surrounded me with love and 

prayers when my hip broke entering 

Love of Christ Church to conduct a 

Lenten service last spring.  All of that is 

a precious memory as I am now walk-

ing naturally.  The medical world is 

truly appreciated, and the healing Pres-

ence of God amazing. 

Life is back to its natural busy sched-

ule.  Generally, one Sunday a month is 

free.  I have conducted two funeral ser-

vices and one wedding ceremony. 

I am looking forward to coming down 

to The Valley after Thanksgiving.  

Things for the semi-truck are being 

gathered for the Sharing Place.  We 

hope to have a load of things for the 

people of the Runn School District. 

I hope all is well with each of you. May 

the blessings of God be yours to enjoy 

and appreciate.    

  Love, Pastor Gene 9/2018 

If you wish to keep track of your  
donations to Love of Christ, please place 

your offering inside and envelope and deposit it 
in the offering plate. Kindly include your name if 

you are donating cash. Envelopes are  
available on the Ushers desk. 

 
Please note that donations to  

Love of Christ are tax-Deductible.  
For your records, we will provide  

a receipt upon request. 

Dates for The 2025-2026 Winter Season 
Thursday, 3/12 Council Meeting 11am 
Sunday, 3/29  Palm Sunday Communion 
Thursday, 4/2  Maundy Thursday Service  
   3:30pm Communion 
Friday, 4/3  Good Friday Service 12pm 
Sunday, 4/5  Easter Sunday Communion 
Thursday, 4/9  Council Meeting 11am 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:  
are persons holding  membership in other 
Lutheran or Christian  
congregations who wish to retain such 
membership. They desire to participate in 
the life and mission of Love of Christ Lu-
theran Church.  This congregation wel-
comes their ideas and opinions.  They 
have all the privileges and duties of Mem-
bership except voting rights. 

MEMBERS:  
are baptized persons who have been con-
firmed, those who have been received by 
adult baptism or by transfer as a con-
firmed members from other Lutheran 
congregations, or baptized persons re-
ceived by affirmation of faith. 
 

FRIENDS OF LOVE OF CHRIST: 
As a Friend of Love of Christ, you’re al-
ways welcome to join us in worship and 
fellowship. 

Love of Christ Lutheran Church 
AFFILIATION 

Love of Christ Lutheran Church is a member congregation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, (E.L.C.A.), a five million 

plus member expression of Lutherans in the United States. As such, we are part of 
the Southwestern Texas Synod, one of the sixty-five synods, in nine geographical re-

gions, across North America, and the Rio Grande Valley Conference, within the 
Southwestern Texas Synod. 

HISTORY 
Love of Christ came into being in the summer of 1997, when a small group of people, 
both full time Rio Grande Valley residents and part time residents, or “ Winter Tex-
ans” as they are sometimes called, began discussing the idea of establishing a new 

Lutheran congregation in the Weslaco / Mid Valley area. The name “Love of Christ” 
was chosen to express to the community that the love of Christ dwells in and among 

us. This idea is encapsulated in our mission statement: 
“Christ living and loving through us!” 

On June 22, 1997, the first worship service was held in the home of one of those orig-
inal founding worshipers, with 24 people in attendance. By the end of the first sum-
mer, the group had grown to need a larger space for worship and with the support 
and encouragement of people locally, as well as Winter Texan friends in the North; 

two important steps were taken in September of 1997. First, the congregation moved 
into its current location, sharing the facilities of First Presbyterian Church of Wesla-

co. Secondly, the congregation sought, and was given, “Authorized Worshipping 
Community” status by the synod. The stage was set for greater things to come.  

Over the next five years, love of Christ continued to grow in worship attendance, es-
pecially during the months when so many Winter Texans return to the Rio Grande 

Valley. Word of this new Lutheran congregation began to spread, and between Octo-
ber and April each year, the church became more and more full each weekend. De-
cember, January, and February, are usually the highest attended months, with at-

tendance figures topping out between 250 – 350 people each weekend.  

On September 14, 2002, exactly five years from the first worship service held at First 
Presbyterian, by approval of the Synod Council of the Southwestern Texas Synod, 
Love of Christ Lutheran Church became the 178th congregation of the synod. On 

February 2, 2003, The Reverend Doctor Ray Tiemann, Bishop of the Southwestern 
Texas Synod, presided at the Charter Sunday worship service and celebration. A new 
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Let us pray especially for:  
Betty Bentson 

Bill & Gail Brandt  
(Faith Lutheran Church) 

Carolyn Buswell 
Darla Chaloupek 

Renate Chamberlain 
Raye & Richard Chandler 

Arlene Crawford 
Pastor Sylvia De La Garza 

Thelma Dutenhoeffer 
John Egan 

Dean & Marilyn Garnett  
Gywn Halvorson 

(brother of Raye Chandler) 
Rita Halvorson  

(sister of Raye Chandler) 
Pastor Gene Hasselquist 

Karen Reij Johnson  
(sister of Lois Tanula) 
Nancy & Rod Karg 

Helen Lamson 
Alice Lichman 

Elaine Magnuson 
Richard Newcomer  

(brother of Tom Newcomer) 
Tom & Sharon Newcomer 

Doris Paulson 
(sister-in-law of Bette Learned) 

Barb Puder 
Anne Renkly 
CJ Robinson 

 Mike & Sharon Shull 
Staff and children of North Bridge  

Amy & Don Van Deest 
Elaine & David Wisely  

(daughter and son-in-law of Lou Vitek) 
Cecilia Young 

& for all who govern and lead, that they 
may seek justice, care for the vulnerable, 
and work for peace. Guide rulers to serve 
your will, and direct every heart to seek 
you. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
STEWARTSHIP THOUGHTS 
 
 Several years ago our Mobile Home/RV 

Parks were full; today they are not. Our Love of 

Christ winter congregation was over 300 people; 

today we are nearer 200. People are not coming to 

The Valley as they were. 

      Love of Christ is and always has been a 

very loving and giving congregation. Do we stop 

giving or do we dig a little deeper in our pockets to 

donate a bit more? Years ago $1.00 would buy 20 

cups of coffee, 5 packs of cigarettes, 20 packs of 

gum...you get the idea. Today our dollar is worth 

approximately 5 cents. Each week we report our 

offering total. If each person giving $1.00 in the 

summer our total would be $44.00 per week; in the 

winter approximately $200. We thank those who 

are pledging and we know that it can be a chal-

lenge. Without you we could not continue. We 

have been in the black on our budget just two 

months in 2018. If we all could give just a few dol-

lars more, this could be corrected and we could 

continue our mission projects. There is such great 

need here in South Texas and much of our giving 

stays here. 

       We welcome your thoughts in this matter as 

well as your prayers. Somewhere in our budget 

there will need to be changes. Where will they be 

and what shall we do? 

      
   Chuck Sornson 
   9/2018 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE  

RESTROOM  

You will find this rest room beside the 
church Nursery.  Please enter through 
the Nursery door unless worship is be-
ing held in the Sanctuary.  If so, you 
may use the bi-fold doors into the 
south overflow area from the Fellow-
ship Room. 
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March Anniversaries 
 21 Chuck & Bev Wolff 
 

April Anniversaries 
4 Jerry & Linda Aune 
 

May Anniversaries 
10 C.B. & Jerry Shields 

Drop a person-
al note to one 
of your broth-
ers or sisters 
in Christ at 
LoC who  

celebrates a  
special  

occasion this 
month and let 

them know 
how much 

their presence 
in our family of 

faith at LoC 
means to you. 

March Birthdays 
11 Mike Shull 
20 Lauren Coyle 
20 Lou Vitek 
25 Linda Kirchhoff 
26 Julie Knutson 
 

April Birthdays 
04 Barb Puder 
06 Richard Chandler 
11 Julia Cruse 
 

May Birthdays 
7 Linda Aune 
9 Ross Rounds 
10 Sharon Newcomer 
14 Bev Wolff 
30 Jerry Aune 
30 Don Van Deest 

LoC LIBRARY 
Come and check 
out the Love of 
Christ Library!  
Folks have do-
nated some 
great reading, 
videos, and au-
dio tapes.  Come 
and browse or 
come and bring 
your donation to 
the Library and 
be an encour-
agement to the 
folks at Love of 
Christ church. 
The Library is 
located in the 
church office. 

CHRIST CARE 
Reflecting Christ’s love in our community of faith! Through His inspiration, 
we seek to share His love with all. If you—or someone you know—could use 
Christ’s care, concern, prayers, or a tangible expression of His love, please 
reach out. Call the church office: (956) 447-1337 or locmailbox@yahoo.com 
At Love of Christ Lutheran Church, we want to care for you, your friends, 
and all who long to know the love of Christ in their lives. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Prayers are lovingly offered as each shawl is created. These shawls are then given to 
the sick and to those in need of comfort. Our ministry has shared shawls throughout 
the community and mailed them to many locations across the United States and Cana-
da, filling requests for those seeking prayers and encouragement. We are blessed to 
continue this work and are pleased to fulfill requests. Contact Julie at the church of-
fice: 956-447-1337 or locmailbox@yahoo.com. 

PRAYER SQUARES  
Each square is lovingly quilted and tied with embroidery thread. When a member of 
Love of Christ—or a friend—is preparing for surgery or spending time in the hospital, 
we gather together in prayer. With each knot tied, a prayer is lifted, and the finished 
square is given as a tangible reminder of God’s love and our community’s care. Every 
stitch and knot carries a blessing. Every square is a prayer you can hold. If you know 
someone who could be comforted by a Prayer Square, please contact: Julie at the 
church office 956-447-1337 or locmailbox@yahoo.com.  

mailto:locmailbox@yahoo.com
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Love of Christ Lutheran Church  
914 W Third Street  
Weslaco, TX 78596  

Corner of Border & Third Street  
We worship in the Facilities of Faith Lutheran Church 

Phone: 956-447-1337-Office  
Email: locmailbox@yahoo.com  
WWW.LoveofChristelca.com 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 9:00am-2:00pm  
Office Administrator: Julie Knutson 956-447-1337 - o 

Facebook: Loc Weslaco 

2025-2026 Church Council 
President - Robert Chaloupek 501-253-1232- c  

Vice President – Judi McClellan 651-261-2013- c     
Secretary - Rich Klindt  501-605-3636- c 

         Treasurer - Lauren Coyle   651-434-1694- c 
 Associate Member at Large - Rex Kirchhoff   402-469-0176- c  

Finance Secretary/Prop. & Fin./Stewardship - C.B. Shields   956-330-7426- c  
Music/Worship & Discipleship/Prayer - LuRae Schwartz 712-299-0837- c  

Social Ministries & Outreach – Judi McClellan 651-261-2013- c  


